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BMW back at
Le Mans!

BMW’'S AWESOME 500BHP M3 GT2 TO RACE AT
THE NURBURGRING, SPA AND LE MANS 24H RACES!

BMW'S E70 X5 RECEIVES A MIDLIFE FACELIFT AND GOES ON SALE IN JUNE
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Meanno then started 1o think about buying & second M1,
and making it into the finest example in the world. The
task he presented to us was to build him an M1 that
was perfact in evary respect; a true show car. What
you see here are the results of the challenge ~ Don
Dethlatsen and Mike Marijanovic from the WerkShop

Menno searched high and low for a danor vehicle
The car didn't nead to be ‘concours’ but it needed to
be straight, low mileage and rust free. He finally found
a car that fitted the bill. The M1 in question was built
in 1981, was No 425 off the M1 ‘praduction line’ and
carried the VIN No WBS58910004301435. The previous
owner had decided against better judgement to have
the car repaintad in Candy Apple Red and had fitted
similar aftermarket wheels to those found on a period
Farrari —making it obvious he thought Munich’s finest
should ape one of Maranallo’s inferior offerings — why
didn't he just buy a Ferrari? The ndometer reading stood
at just 760 miles but Menno was unsura if this was
entirely accurate

There seemed to be a lot of rust in the fuel-tanks,
reportedly a very common problem for Mis that sit still
for 100 long, 50 they would either need to be totally
flushed and re-painted or new tanks fitted. The original
Campagnolo wheels were also missing, Only the front
wheels (narrower than the rear ones) are available from
BMW. There is at least one private party in Garmany
that still has complete sets of NOS wheels available
Menno paid $1950 for a set including the oniginal
balancing weights, valves and centre caps

Menno then had the task of finding someone he
could trust to carry out the restoration, |t didn't take
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long for him to hand over his newly acquired M1 to Don
and Mike at the WerkShop — Menno said “|'ve been
going to the WerkShop with my original M1 {see photo)
for some time now and | was always very impressed
with the wonderful restoration work dona there. It

is truly amazing how they can take an old, rusty car

and turn it into something immaculate, pristine and
mechanically sound; something that is better than what
it was brand new. I'd been thinking about asking Don
Dethlafsen, the propristor of the WerkShop, to start a
restoration for me since | first walked through his door
Naturally, the question of the make and model of the
project car was an important ona. | couldn’t think of any
car more worthy of the WerkShop's tender loving care
than the M1 This is how, even though | already had one
of these objects dart sitting in my garage. | ended up
buying another one!”

Although Menno never said “money’s no object” in
the M1’s restoration, he knew that it was going to be an
axpensive project due both to the rarity of tha vehicle
and the cost of parts, plus one must remember that the
M1 is now over 30-years-old, so plenty of the ariginal
bespoke parts/trim etc may no fonger have been
availabla. "M1 parts are not chieap but prices seem
to be in line with the prices for parts of other {exotic)
cars” said Manno. “it is amazing how many parts can
still be ordered through regular BMW dealerships
Some parts appear to ba truly NOS ('New Oid Stock’|
This describes items that have (literally) been sitting
on some shelf in soma German watehouse for the last
25-30 years These parts look like they were never used
but manufactured many years ago

To their credit, it seems BMW stockpiles parts for
their offerings of yesteryear. Other M1-parts orderad
from BMW seem to have been made refatively racently.
It is my understanding that BMW, through 'Mobile
Tradition’ {now BMW Classic) will keep producing M1
parts as demand for specific parts accumulate. This is
good news for M1 owners; not all parts are available all
the time and parts are not especially cheap but BMW



‘Although Menno never said ‘money’s no object” in the
MIT's restoration, he knew that it was going to be an
expensive project due both to the rarity of the vehicle

seems to genuinely cara about its history and is willing
1o give support to people crazy enough to try and keep
old BMWSs on the road.” Project M1 was delivered

10 the WerkShop in March of 2006 for what Menno
thought would be an 18 month restoration ..

The first fow weeks were occupied by some light
trim stripping and parts ardering/chasing. Tha full stnp
down finally started in May and lasted for a couple of
weeks, The car was now completely disassembled, and
the engine and transaxle was removed from the frame
leaving a bare shell. The glasstibre body and tubular
frama were then ‘media blasted' to remaove all traces
of the candy apple paintwork, undercoat, primers and

underbedy sealants. With hindsight, media blasting
probably wasn't a good idea

Whilst the body and chassis were being blasted,
the enging was completely stripped; all individual parts
wera either cleaned and revitalized of replaced with
NOS parts. Apart from some gaskets {most notably the
head-gasket) everything was ready 1o be put togathar
apain. The ZF gearbox was sent to RBT Transmissions
in California for @ full rebuild while the Kugalfischer fuel
pump and injection system was rabullt locally.

Early September and the stripped bodyshell was
delivered to a mastar bodyshop in Milwaukee. Menno
had carried out some research and had found that this
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shop worked on a lot of hotrods and had buiit up a huge
reputation and experiance working with glassfibre. For
the next three months nothing seemed to be happening
and it stayed that way until the body came back from
Milwaukee, aithough the guys at the WerkShop hao
been busy bead blasting and refinished parts like the
ension parts, the brake
;s members, etc and refinished with
a 'magic’ two-companent veneer, making the parts
better than new. Not even the Germans had this stuft
back in 19801

Menno decided to pay the bodyshop a visit in late
December of 2006 because the proprietor Bob Bennatt
was sounding a little nervous aver the telephona about
the fibreglass body plus they wanted to see his original
M1 so that they could make detailed draw and
take photos of where body colour ended and black trim
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Most of the lines that visually define the shape of the
M1, like the ones that can be seen runaing down the
bonnet on either side of the louvers and tha line that
1uns up the A-pillar and along the edge of 1f
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by Glasurit of the factory! Don suggested to Manno that
he should join the M1 Club in Germany, Menna then
waorked with the club President wha kindly located one
of the original Grey cars: A headlight cover was then
borrowed' from said car to “read” the paint formula
and than the celour was mixed from those specs—
phew! The re-painted bodyshell finally arnved back
at the WerkShop in May 2007 - If anyone at the time
had said "perfection takes time" Menno would have
punched them in the mouth! It is probably true though,
s the new paintjob lookad superb

The WerkShop is a busy place with lots of ongoing
projects as well as day to day servicing and repair
work going on so although in a waorld the guys
would give Menno's car their undivided attention, the
fact is that Tem Kelly —the WerkShop's master BMW
mechanic— had not been working on the project without

na of the hardest facts one has to
a car booked in for re:

nterruption. This s
learn when you he

your car — life, and work on their customers cars has
to go on! And so Christmas 2007 was raached, and
the end of ProjectM1 was in sight, as was tha second
anniversary of the start of the project

Four months later and the engine and gearbox wer

now in situ {see photo), the project inching ever closer
to its conclusion, although a problem with the Magnet
Marelli ECU would test everyone for a good few
months. ECU Problem — As mentioned previously, the
engine was completely rebuilt using NOS parts. Most
engine and ancillary parts are still available for the
MB8 engine, except for the Magneti Marelli ECU (Part
No 12141304851). This ‘BMFD’ Cantrol Unit is a crucial
part of the M88's ignitio

m, unfortunately the
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ProjectM1’s original unit wasn't functioning properly
The problem bacame exacerbated when they discovered
on the Real0EM wabsite lists this part as "Ended”, and
50 the search for a replacement began. The Magnetl
Marelli unit is the bang of ‘little-used’ M1s, The unit
likas' to have a regular, full power supply to it, so 8
strong hattery and 3 trickle charge is a must, plus damp
can also invada the unit and causes it to malfunction ~
itis a problem BMW UK’s M1 suffers fromon a r
basis as do many UK and European based M1s tha
in storage or are used sparingly. Anybody who knows
anything about digital technology will tefl you that this
5 a field where substantiat progress has been made in
the last 25 years. Menno therefore chose to replace the
old unit with something mare modesn rather than trying
10 find somebody that can fix the old one

Google came 1o the rescue! There is 8 company
called Lenz Motorantechnik in Germany that makes a
modern replacement for the faulty unit. They can deliver
the updated technolagy in two ways. They can build
the new electronics into the old (Magneti Marelli) box
praserving the original under-bannet look, or they can
send a complete replacement for the original box, that
looks, if you squint raally hard, almost the same as
the ariginal. The replacement seems to have the exac!
y has the
problam eventually

as the original Ita
type of connectors on each side
solved. Menno did try to come up with a backup plan
but he hasn't found any other product that can simply
replace the Magneti Mare ition control unit while
leaving everything else the same. August arrived and
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the project was then delayed due to senous bealth
problems waith the upholsterer. Another month or so
now 15 all that was needed and the re-uphalstering

of the seats, door cars ete plus making and fitting the
custom carpets would be complete. Thankfully, the grey
cloth used to cover the seat and door inserts is still
available from BMW.

In October 2008 Menna received an email from
Don that he had been waiting for, for a long time —
‘Manna, the M1 ts finished ™ Don said, “The door (s open
and #435 awaits your amval on Saturday for ch

As you can see, the door panel is on, and I've
the hght above the radio issue ... Otherwis
an interasting project and we thank you for giving us
the opportunity te show you what we can o at th
Werkshop | think it's safe to say you now have the fine
M1 in the world. I suspect if you put 1t side by side with
a brand new one, it would look every good, and
better in many areas.” | think most of us will agree with
Don's sentiments!

The project has been & labour of love for both
Menna and the guys at the WerkShop and has taken
the best part of two and a half years to complete, but it
has been well worth the wait. Menno has nothing but
praise for Don and the guys at the WerkShop — “their
dedication to produging the best has been unflinching
and the quality of w utstanding.” won't disclose

much the whole yration b t, but it
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